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ABSTRACT 
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ion to social science and historical 

tives\rtiich 



This paper provides an im 

materials on Asian Americans, The\first part examines perspecl 
guide recent research and some of the limitations of existing work. _ The 



second part contains two extensive, lists 6f materials: 1). a -list of 
bibliographic sources and literature reviews Mealing with Asian Americans 
and, 2) a list of over 200 selected titles. 
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Social science and historical research, on Asian Americans has been 

■■ *■■ . ^ $ 

conducted for decades, but the number of studies haS increased significantly 
since the late- 1960's. Part of this might be attributed to the heightened 

se"rtse^tj^n1c1ty and increase in acfitfism among Asian American: groups whichhas 

both made them more generally visible and lead to the development of ethnic studies 
programs and Federal or locally-funded research /service projects that . 
encourage the work;of investigators. Some, of the current research is also 
stimulated by an academic climate that now confers greater— though often still 
-limited—legitimacy, recognition* and I f un^i-ng^on racial and ethnicgroup studies. 

Recent research differs from its predecessors" in important respects. A 
larger amount is being carried out by Asian Americans themselTCS-.-^^®ewhat more 



attention's being paid to community social probTetns^and to groups other than the 
Japanese and Chinese such as the PHipinos, Koreans, Pacific islanders,, and Vietnamese. 
However what 1s most .notable is that a higher proportion of con tempo ra rework is ^ 
based on nonassimilationist. perspectives concerning the experience of Asian 

I 

American groups and the nature of American society, These perspectives are 
..reverse and usually fall well short of being complete theoretical frameworks, 
bui-they^^ .-that underlie, much previous research. Although 

tlj»e overall number of studies on Asian Americans is still relatively modest, 
the re^cent^n crease in research and the emergence of new perspectives may be : 
taken as signs of^thejntellectual growth of this fteld. 

i This paper will provide arbrtef^ introduction to social science and historical r 
materials on Asian Americans through several gen^ar^oiiSents and two bibliographic* 
lists. The coimients will address: (l) perspectives which guide contenporary research, and 
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(2) a few of the limitations of existing materials. White- these observations are meant 
to apply more.nWidely, they will be most applicable to sociologically- 



oriented" worlft 



Research Perspectives 
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There are major controversy? and debates concerning the extent to 

which research is "objective." Given usually imperfect— and sometimes 

- - — ■* ♦ . 

class or culturally-biased— data gathering. and measurement techniques along 

with possible investigator error, most social and' historical information 

1s only reliable and valid to a jcertaln degree. Depending upon the specific 

problem and research- srtuat l o n-, particula^r quairbatfve^ o r quantitat i v e — : 

technique^might 'enhance yet not completely assure th^quatrty-of the data. 

However even if "good" information, by whatever criteria, can. be collected . 



\ 
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it still must be organized in some manner into descriptions or explanations 



of events. This 1s accomplished with the help of explicit or implicit 



perspectives such as collections ! of assumptions, paradigms, models or 
theories Whether held prior to the collection of the Information, or * 
inductively suggested by patterns emerging from the data, or both,. These :-\ 
perspect1v>s^help_£0^istruct views of reality. They direct all analytic 
and Interpretive work and even Impinge on the^earJler-lnforr^tton:. 
gathering and maasurement process, most basically by determining the kinds 
of | research questions that are to be answered and by what sources. Any ^ 
evalua tion of research' descriptions or explanations should include aw.examlnation 



of the underlying perspectives and the way they account for the collected data. 
Many of the earlier studies of Asian Americans were guided by an assimilation^ model 
of race relations. Some current work. still reflects this influence, but.an \ 
Increasing amount is being based ;on-a variety of different perspectives;' \ 

Before discussing these other^ perspectives, the assimilation >nodel and 

\ 2 
a few of its problems w^ll be reviewed,. 

Most of the earliest pieces of writing on Asian Americans were blatantly 
racist derivations of Social Darwinist thought which rationalized or 
justified prejudice, discrimination, and exclusionary policies. These will 
not be discussed here. More serious pioneering research conducted frpm\the 
1920's through, the 1950's, especially within sociology, frequently reveats tire 
influence of Robert Park \ Park's writings span a forty year period, though a 
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representative collectionjof his work can be found in Race and Culture: (Park, 1950)*; 



Park developed pn^fthe earliest systematic explanations of race relations, 
based on general sociological principles. His Ideas are organized around V \ ^ 
the conciept of a race relations cycle which involves contact, competition/ .'/ 
conflic^f, accomodation, and assimilation,. , Briefly , ^sustained contact between l ^ 
groups decurs because of economic expansion or immigration withlh a specific""': \ 
context pf world political and economic events* Groups which are culturally 
and behaviorally distinct develop a collective sense of Identity* ethno- 
centric attitudes, and often racial definitions of group differences^ * »>..'■ 
-Competi-tion_arises^aver_the struggle for-scarce.resources and -this -canVntensify' 

■ * , , , , . ( " i ■ 

Into conflict as one or more groups employ force, coercive measures , and 
prejudice to domlnateNpthers and preserve their privileges. All parties 
may eventually seek some\reduct1on of conflict though 1nst1tut1xmaJJ*^ forms 
of political *dom1 nance or accomodation, Subordlnatexg^ps might wlslt ta-jescape \ 



\ 
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e .effects of continual conflict while dominant groups may find 
more efficient and effective means of control* Accomodation 

i 

ate exploitation—it could involve caste relations or slavery— 
, it can lead to less conflict, more intergroup contact, a 
^judice, and, eventually assimilation. Assimilation is not 
(jymous with pultural homogenization or widespread inter- 
marriage but is'a Notable condition where ethnicity and race are not major 
factors determiningyindividual achievement. Exploitation may still persist 
although it will be b\sed on other dimensions sucK as class. 

Park's work is important because it is an attempt at systematic analysis 

* * j- r \ \ " *' J ' 

ant because of itViemphas^is on the exploitative and dynamic aspects of 

\ A 

race relations, However, ^ike many cyclical explanations, it leaves out 
possible alternative phases iagr outcomes, for instance giihocide or physical 

isolation, and it doesn't eteaVly specify «H the variables or conditions 

- a ", \ x I 

produdng^changes from.qne phasevto another. Lyman (1968) has questioned 

■ *■ ' A^ ■ \ ■ 

the Inevitability and irreversibility; Qf^ ; the cyc^e,. particularly the irtove from 



accomodati on . to as slmiTati on . He notes th^^ark:- was., n^^j^pjij^t^^fci'l ly 
verify his ideas and refused toimodifyv them even when pfesente'd with 
contradictory evidence from a ig26 v race relations survey he directed of - 

■ " - - \ X. 

Chinese and Japanese on the Pacific Coast\ Lyman concludes that Park's work 
Is better viewed as*a developmental model with four^ideal types that organize ' \ 

a vast amount of infonnati on,/ Geschwender (1W8), 6n the\dther hand, argues that l yman 
has misinterpreted Park by drawing on isolated Vl sees of his writing^, Geschwender 

■ a- ■' wA^~"'' " \" "Y- 1 " : ' 

feels that Park was^ntore concerned with processed rather thanXstatic forms 
linked in a cjrcljfc and thit Park viewed accomodation as an unstable situation 



which could lead to new cofj^Hcts or % sense of nationhood on the part lif \ 
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oppressed groups. Takagi (1973) maintains that many of Park's views originated 
during a period of Intense antiJapanese agitation in California and that they 
are basically racist 1n nature. 



Despite the debates over his work, Park's ideas did contribute to the 
notion of assimilation as a desirable, ,1f rifrt always attainable, stable 



outcome* When 1t failed to occur, researchers looked for explanations. 



For example, Rose Hum Lee (1960} : was disappointed that the Chinese, despite accul- 
turation, were not fully assimilated and that Chinatowns still existed. She \ 
attributed this to a lack of desire and to .Chinese elites that wished to \ 
preserve their vested Interests' within Chigatowns. 

The 'assimilation model was best articulated by Milton Gordon in Asslmil- 
1n American Life (Gordon, 1964). Gordon's Ideas Influenced a number of 
studies of Asian Americans ^during the 1960's and occassional references to 
his work still appear. Gordon considers ethnic groups to be-subsbciet1es 
with<the1r own distinct cultures and networks of Institutions and organizations. 
Assimilation 1s a process with component! starges. The first, acculturation or 
cultural assimilation, is the learning of the culture of the dominant society 

so- . that ethnic group behaviors are no longer distinct. Structural assimilation 

: ■ ■ ' ' v • • \ 

means that ethnic group members participate on. a primary level 1ni<the 

friendship cliques, organizations, and institutions of the domlnapt society. 

Amalgamation or marital assimilation means widespread Intergroup marriage. 

Ident1ficat1ona^~ass-1mlVat4on-1s^he-a : do^t1on-of the-ldentltyof-the-domlnant — -- 

society, TTtree ; additional; tohditions roust be met, for complete assimilation. 1 

Attitude- receptlonal assimilation means the absence pf prejudice , tbehayioral^ 

receptlonal assimilation is the: absence !of discrimination, and dv1c assimIT- , 

a£1on means the end" of Intergroup^ conflict*. All/bf these stages form a . 



veil 



sequence of events, but not necessarily a rigidly linear one. Acculturation 
i i the key to the sequence and should occur first. Gordon regards .structural 
assimilation as th e mjajor ba rrly * Once beyond that point, an ethnic group 
. is well on Its way to complete assimilation. 

JnT addition to this conceptualization, .Gordon also outlines three 
V^heo^es 11 of assimilation: Anglo-conformity, the melting pot, and cultural 
pluralism. Anglo-conformity means that ethnic groups/ are to adopt Anglo-Saxon 

culture and Institutions either because of their superiority or because that 

t / 

was the background of the immigrants wh,o established the basic structure * 
" ... '•/.■"-.■ 

and culture of this nation. The melting pot model describes America as a 

blend of the cultures and institutions of all groups. Cultural pluralism 

■ ■ - ■ . " ' 0. v ' " - . 

is t a system Where all groups are integrated into an economic and political 
whole while still retaining distinct cultures and institutions iti the absence 
of discrimination and prejudice, Gordon characterizes the United States as 
having Anglo-conformity at the cultural level and three structurally 
separate groups based on religion— Protestant, Catholic, 1 Jewish— within, 
'whlsh ethnic differences blend/, . 1 

Gordon and other assimilationlsts fiave some. difficulty explaining the 

experience of < blacks. : Gordon feel s<that they are basically acculturafted 

■ * 

but that segregation has kept -them from structural assimilation. Others ~ K > 
.* such^as Glazer and Moynihan (1970) argue that black's are anong the most 
re cent mig rants to urban .areas and that lhey>; like previous Jmmigrants , "will 
start at the bottom and work their way»up. : . 

The assimilation model has fallen into general disfavor in race 

.. * .'; - ■ -■ ?-t » '> : . ' „ ' '. ° 

relations. Criticisms of it are extensive and- numerous, perhaps irTp'art 
because of its earlier preeminence- and 1 also betause.of its easy association 
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with thirThT;er«tf^^ Tfie^model Is largely based ori 

the exfrej^ nce of pre! 880 European Immigrant groups and has more limited 
applicability for others because of differences in group backgrounds and 
sociohistorical contexts. Studies lusing this model tend to expect assimilation 
as an'oytcome and examine processes*, through which Incompatible ethnic group 

. / X 

characteristics, especially cultural values, diminish. In certain instances 
these differences are viewed as "deviant 11 und their continued presence as 



social problems. \ 
assimilation rather 



Often* ethnic groups are automatically .assumed to desire 



tfian t*e survival. or development of separate cultural 
or Institutional fohns, or they are seen as having no alternative,^ J^eir 
attitudes and behaviors are therefore not examined except as they indicate 
reactions or adjustments to the dominant society. When assimilation faits 
to occur, various factors are Identified as Inhibiting the process including 
ethnic group characteristics. Racial differences and racism, Important for 



Asian American groups, come to be treated as impediments to assimilation 
rather tharv £s part Qf the historical and institutional basis for domination. 
The exploitation of less powerful subordinate groups, a major feature of 
American rate relations, is nbt a central concern of the assimilation model. 

Questions can be raised concerning fhe\key first stage of acculturation. 
Some Asian American groups, for instance Japanese Anerlcaris, may experience 
a good deal of structural asslmllatioivin Institutional ^reas like the 
economy without being completely acculturated (Endo, 1978). Discussions 1 of 
acculturation usually assume that a group's culture' (and 'also that of the- dominant 

' \ " ■ \ ■ v -' 

society) \s homogeneous whereas variations due to.jdtfferences 1n : ■ ' ' - 

background might exist as in the casl» of the Chinese and PHIpinos. Acculturation 



* - L j. - > if- , .8 
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Implies a simple process thrbugh which a grouo^vdistinctive characteristics are 
^gradually replaced. Another view 1s to see group culture' as self-generating 
Into new forms (Kagiwada, 1973j^Tong, 1974) which nray ox 
become more like that of the dominant society. Conceptually,, these new forms 
can be<descr1bed as .complex mix^s of cultural el^menis (values, etc.) retained 

unchanged or 1n modified form from traditional group ^ulture, along with 



elements selectively- taken unchanged or in modified firm from the cultiNe 
of the dominant society, and completely new f elements which evolve oat of 

.group experiences. Over time, changes in ttifs mix, Including the possible 

■: ■ ! ^ ' ■ ' • ' . 

-re^ntrodjietlon of previously rejected-elements, 'will produce different duUural forms* 
; The concept of acculturation has lead to the Idea of value compatabi 11 ty , 

• * ? ] f " V, . j " " - * ' 

as/a primary explanation for^ subordinate etHnic or racial group mobility. For 

• ■■/ - . ; ' s * < r - rv ■■ / \ ^ - ■ ■ 

example, Caudi 11 (1952) contends that the basic similarity between traditional 
Japanese and core American values has helped Japanese Americans to adapt and 



compete successfully in American society. While tlj is type pf argument might 

; .. '■ ' ' ■ h - l! : -■ 1 ,: .\"' ' ' ;■ 

have validity, theTnajor Importance ascribed! to value compatabiTity can be 

* J " " ! y. : - '■ ' . 

questioned (Takagi,0973), especially when there 1s little consideration of 1 

\ * < r ir v j ( v h \ ' \ ■ 

\the soc1a> structural and historical feature^ of Jntergroup relations^ Also, the 



actual degree of value compatabllity may be Hard to determine. For Instance, 
traditional Japanese and core American valueslmight appear compatible on the 
< surface but have different underlying Implications. The opposite phenonmenon, J 
value incorripatabiMty, is often seen as contributing to cultural conflicts and/or 

marginallty. Again, the* emergence .of , the^ latter- conditions probably depfends 

■ ■■ x * ■ . r * ■ e * _ 

on tfie specific s^ci oh is tori cal characteristics of a given situation. Arr 

* y 6 - ■■ ■ . - 

extensive discussion of marginallty and cultural conflicts, along with other 



\ 



Ideas in a typology of Chinese American personality patterns by Sue '* 

and Sue (1971) lias generated a. good deal of debate (Tong, 1971j 1974; Surh, 1974;. * 

Sue, .1974). * ' ; 

One legacy of the assimilatioirlst perspective has been the recent 

media depiction cf, Asian Americans , primarily Chinese and Japanese, as 

successful groqps that have worked their way up from the bottom to attai|i 

high levels of education, occupation, and infcome, 4 Asian Americans are viewed as > 

. / ' . v ' 

example^ of nonEuropean racial groups that have overcome high barriers : 
of prejudice and discrimination. : Their apparent success partially validates ^ 
the idea of assimilation and tKe possibilities available for other groups. 
This depiction stresses the importance of Asian American cultural values 
.which have produced admirable characteristics such as hard work, thrift, 
ihorality, self-help, patience, close t family ties, ar^d quiet^restrained v 
, behavior. Asian Americans are seen as more than success stories; they - 



f 



are also "mfSdels'^of how progress ran be made in Amerjcan society. 



This. media depiction. has^been-vlgortmsly-. Criticized by Asian Aroerlcans-rthemselves. 

. While -sons of the contemporary researchxm Asian Americans 1s still based, on the 
assimilation model, a -growing proportion is being influenced by other perspectives. . 
The latter. are hard to describe because they are varied and. Often very sketchy. 
However there are a few relatively common themes. Nonass Inflationist perspectives . 
frequently raise direct .criticisms of the assimilation model (like those 'discussed. 

< ' Q ' °- * " " "' * ■ / ' ■ ; ■■> .' 

above) and are therefore composed of readily apparent- assumptions "that" have the" opposite 

- " \ ' . • • T ' . / . v\ 

or entirely different Implications, of bourse such' perspectives openly/challenge- * . 

■ ■ ■ ■ ' ' ■ - . /- « . * / , • ■ *' ' . • 

the premises behind much of the earlier work on Asian Americans. One /result &f 

this situation is an Increasing reluctance by investigators tp accept previouis 



(or even plresent) studies atface/yalue./ A few are actively reevaluating large 
bodies of past research Which may^el|> to bring a new sens*e of order to ; the . J 
field of Asian American studies. 
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Nonassimilatiom'st perspectives usually emphasize the persistence 
of aspects of Asian American communities, cultures, or identities. This can be 
seen in studies of contemporary community problems and in much of the current 
historical, sociological, arid psychological work. The persistence of Asian 
American groups is sometimes taken as one manifestation of successful Strategies 
employed to survive in an essentially hostile environment or to resist assimilation. 

Nonassimilationist perspectives that guide recent research are often critical of the; 
Image* of Asian Americans as successful model groups. This is particularly evident 
studies which examine the failure of societal institutions to provide equal 
opportunities arid to address the continuing needs and problems of Asian Americans'. 

These kinds of perspectives; car* best be understood by reviewing some of the criticisms 

5 " 1 

that have been directed at this success image. Criticisms question the applicability 

of Asian American experiences for other groups and point to the historical price 

Asians have had to pay for any progress. Criticisms question whether 

success can be defined only in socioeconomic terms^and note the limited 

nature of Asian American occupational mobi!4ty and the lack of correspondence 

between education, occupation, and income. Criticisms point to the existence 

of social .problems as indicators of less than complete success, for instance in 

employment, housing* health and mental health, delinquency and drug abuse, 

education, the availability of social services, and continued discrimination. 

Specific segments of the Asian American population suffer special difficulties 

such as ghettpized new imnigrants, migrant farm workers, the elderly, and. 

war brides. The discussion of such problems is Tnat;meant to, promote a view 

of failure but to Indicate the need to view Asian Americans aV^Hgi^imate* ^ 

and perhaps oppressed, minorities. 



n 



Some nonassimilationist perspectives explicitly view Asian Americans as active 
participants in the events that make up their history and experience. This has 

at least two important implications. First, race relations are no longer / 

y ' ^ >- / 

defined just from the viewpoint of the dominant white society. Asian / 
Americans are self-conscious actors and their interaction with the dominant 
society/not just their passive reactions, are what define intergroup relations* 
The h^haviorsof Asian American^ must be examined in detail rather than assumed* 
These can vary from protest and overt resistance to more accomodating 

and passive actions. Different investigators might emphasize one type over another 
and may disagree on the precursors or motivations for each.l However in any 
given situation, Asian Americans are seen as making choices between alternatives, 
albeit sometimes limited, in order to minimize /the destructive effects of racism, 
maximize their own gains and dignity, and obtain a measure of control over their 
own lives. \ 

A second implication of the view of Asian Americans as active participants 
in their history and experience is that^their story consists of even more than 

a record of Asian-white relations. Thi$ can again iead to a greater emphasis ! 

r ■ t 

' ■ i . 

on what Asian Americans themselves did or are doing, but also less concern without 
totally ignoring what others /were or are doing to them. In a sense this 
places Asian Americans on center-stage in their own story. Within the context 

of their social and historical situation, Asian Americans, may be., viewed as 

j . - *' , 

complete and potentially self-actualizing peoples. 

Nonassinrilationist perspectives that underlie contemporary' work on Asian Americans 
are not always made explicit. Biases and premises must then beinferred from j 
the nature of the problem and the way information is presented and interpreted, 
e In general there needs to be more articulation of perspectives in individual 
pieces of work. Also, nonassimilationist perspectives may have theses that vary by - 
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academic discipline* For instance, sociologically-oriented work is sometimes 

guided by ? perspectives that focus on the exploitative nature of Intergroup 

relations and on exposing the structural features of society thht generate 

and maintain inequality. Finally, nonassimilationist perspectives-tend t9 be relatively 

undeveloped and not complete models or theories that provide any type yf- r ^ 

comprehensive analytic framework. Such perspectives frequently consist^)? a set or 

sets of related assumptions about Asian American groups and the nature of 
intergroup relations in American society. The few tetter-developed perspectives 
are often more generaVmodels or.theorfes ta^e^from L„g,ggJ j>_f the social s cienrp* which 
are then applied to the Asian American experience. One sociological and socio- 
historical example is the internal colonial model. 

The internal colonial model is discussed in the work of Carmichael and 
Hamilton (1967), Allen (1970), Tabb (1970), and Bl t auner (1972). It uses the ) 

r 

analogy of European colonialism and applies it to the experience of blacks 

in urban ghettos of the Nortfi. White-black relations are seen as those 

between a colonizer and the colonized. The model points out that* flacks have 

been segregated from the rest of society, that they serve as a source pf 

cheap labor and as a captive market for goods produced by others, that 

they are not allowed to develop their own communities—especially businesses— : 

and thus remain economically and politically dependent and powerless, knd that 

they are generally exploited for the advantage of whites. Unlike classic 

colonialism* this model describes a situation where inequalities are perpetuated 

among groups sharing a common territory. Tabb "(1970) contends that internal 

colonialism must involve economic control and exploitation, and political 

dependence and subjugation. Blauner (1972) shifts the emphasis from form to 

the process of colonisation. This process has five parts: the involuntary 

forced entry of the subordinate group, the alteration or destruction of subordinate 
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group culture, the administration of laws and control of government by, dominant 

group representatives, a separate labor status for the subordinate group, and 

the development of racism to justify exploitation, Blauner argues that recent 

tllack ghetto revolts are a consequence of this process and may be compared to 

colonial uprisings. Blacks are trying to resist oppression and gain a measure 

of control though group Identity and solidarity, cultural, natlonallsrryand 

community control of institutions such as schools, businesses, and soda! 

services. Organization along racial lines is a means of promoting basic 

societal change. * 

Unlike the assimilation model, internal colonialism emphasises exploitation, 

group conflict, and the significance of racism. It has been applied to the 

experience of other groups including Chicanos fAlmaguer,' l971;,Barrera et al , 1972; 

Flores, 1973) and Asian Americans (Blauner, 1972; Fujimoto, 1972). 'Blauner (1972: 54 

sees Asian Americans as semi colonized. There were, he notes, coercive pressures whi 

forced many early immigrants to migrate, particularly as contract laborers, 

and the size and status of Asian American groups, were controlled by restrictive 

and exclusionary laws and practices. Fujimoto (1972) feel s{ that 

the internal colonial model presents a way of viewing Asiap Americans ' 

that accounts for phenomeria not well explained by / 

the assimilation model, for example the persistence, of sc/cial problems, the 



nonassirrrilatlon of Asian groups, and past and present As/ian activism. Through 
a comparison of classic and internal colonialism, John Liu (1976) discusses / 
interpretations of the internal colonial model that encompass a number of -I 
racial groups. He also points out the model's failure to address the" relation,' 
between race and class. /■■ 
The concept of class 1s central to Marxian and other "left" theories, but j 



it is usually accorded much greater significance than race {Cox, 1948; 
Baran and Sweeney, 1966; Boggs, 1970). Racism is presented as a byproduct 
of the development and expansion of fcaptiaHsm which is used to 'divide 
subordinate and dominant group workers who share similar class Interests, An 
emphasis on racism diverts attention, from the exploitation of the entire 
working class and the issue of class conflicts. Struggles by subordinate groups 
are seen as terrporary aberrations or as part of a larger class struggle. 
However despite the Increasing prominence of Marxist theories, no systematic 
class analysis has yet beea applied to the experience of Asian Americans, 
Such an analysis will probSbly have to reconceptualize the relation between 
class and race. 

.Future sociological perspectives will .undoubtedly Include or ' 
at least complement genera^ comparative macrolevel theories &nd formulations 

■$ - it 

of race relations, {cf. Schermerhorn, 1970). Of course, well -developed ^ 
perspectives will not be exclusiveljusoclolbgical. Sue (1977) for instance 
is wording on the use of the 1 psychological theory of learned helplessness 
to Interpret recent Asian /American ^activism and feelings of alienation despite 
socioeconomic mobility. The critical work of Daniels (1974), Ichiaka (1976) 

\/,„ ■ . • I . ■ - 

and others contributes to better historically-based perspectives on Asian* 

~ r * ' r " J ''^ i t 

Americans. ' 

Limitations of Existing Social' Science^and l Hi s tori cal Materi al s 

Even with recent increases, the^ambunt of contemporary research. ' 
b^ing conducted. qo Asian Americans regains relatively low; 
The reasons behind this are numerous but include the comparative recency of 
widespread Interest in this field, a distribution df research resources that 

• ■ " ' ; , / * ^ .•■ - . . V-"' 

favors the study of other larger or more visible groups, ^and the difficulties 
entailed/ in developing' culturally, linguistically, and even politically 
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sensitive research techniques. One consequence of this situation is that, the ^ 
pool of ^available social sdence. and historical material on Asian Americans 
continues to be rather modest in size and, as a whole, suffers from variouV : : ; , 
limitations, examples of which will be described below. 

Research 1s frequently based on impressionistic or fragmentary narrative or 
quantitative evidence which provide only simple descriptions of events, compilations 

' ■ i \ : ■ 1 / • - / 

of baseline data, assessments of group problems and needs, reviews of existing 
literature and secondary sources, or suggestions for new lines of inquiry, While 

\the latter are valuable, there 1s also a need for more explanatory Investigation 

- ■ ■ ^ "V y\ i " - 

based on systematically collected and analyzed primary data/Whether that be quantitati 

— v . ■ . K ^ . ■ ■ 

observational, or historical. Currently, most. individual ^pieces Ztf research are 
confined to small .samples or segments of one or two Asian American groups and even 
to specific age/generation, area, class, and/or sex subpopulations within those, 
groups; findings, however, , get generalized more widely despite repeated 
cautions that differences between and within Asian American groups must be respected. 
While again not minimizing the importance .of this type of work, there is a need 
for more Intra- and intergrpup* comparative studies and nationally-based " - 
(or even cross-cultural) research. In addition, longitudinal social science^ studies 
= are rare, and some existing pieces of work should be replicated with - 
culturally and linguistically appropriate procedures,. 

, A number 'of Investigators have Identified specific informational gaps in 
existing social science' and historical materials.. For Instance Ichloka (1976), 
in a review of research. on Japanese American history, notes thai past studies have . 
concentrated on what happened to the Immigrants especially by looking at the 
causes and development of exclusionary movements. Recent work 1s usually 
baaed off secondary Sources and repeats known facts, and it tends 

to be preoccupied with the World War II internment periodv Ichloka 

- .;f- - " - / 
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argues for more research based on primary sources that will uncover new 

■ \ - o - ■ 

facts about the activities and reactions of the Japanese. In an appraisal 

of sociological materials, William Liu (1976) suggests the need for research 

onTfie role of ethnic institutions like restaurants, language Schools, and ^ ^ 

newspapers; "ipterethnic relations; immigrant underemployment;[Asian Americans 

outside of ma/jor East and West coast urban centers; kin Obligations and solidarity; 

and socialization and personality, A report by the FederalvOff ice. of Asian 

American Concerns (1974) points, out major shortcomings in the\available information . ~ 

on the health, education, v ahd welfare stafcu^hd problems of As^an Americans, 

Bell et al. (1976) and the Pacific Asian Elderly Research Project (1978) describe 

in detail the paucity of data on the Asian American elderly. Sue and Chinn 

(1976) discussthe need for psychological research with a mental health 

emphasis in areas such as personality, the psychological aspects of social situations, 

and mental disorders. - 

/ \ . " - 

The examples given above barely/begin to. illustrate the informational gaps 

in existing social science and historical materials, Jwo other items should be 

mentioned. Much more data could be collected on. the experiences of new Pilipino, 

Korean, Pacific Islander, and Vietnamese immigrants. And greater attention 

could be given to the recent history of all Asian American groups. For instance, 

there is little detailed historical information on postwar Japanese Americans and 

the emergence and impact of post!968 Asian'American jactiyism has not been 

well documented. Hopefully it will not be left to researchers years from now 

- •' .' ' i " ■■■■■■ 

to look back and. reconstruct and interpret events from then incomplete. accounts 

. . ■ ■ \ . -- M 

and records. . - - - x . 

A good deal of the contemporary quantitative work on Asian Americans uses or 



c 



19 



\ 



17 



depends upon Census material^: The Census is the most reliable source of 
national data on Asian Americans, but r it does have certain limitations, 
In the 1960 and -1970 Censuses, respondents classified themselves with respect 
to race; this'could lead to differences with specific standard definitions 
sought by Census users, for example in the case of respondents of mixed 
parentage. Since 1910, Pilipinos and Koreans have only appeared intermittently 
as a separate racial category in the Census; other groups including those 

SiY ' : ■ . .7 

from Southeast .Asia and the Pacific Islands have never been individually 

, * 1 

- * t r 

identified. Census data on Asian American groups are available only for j certain 

metropolitan area's and only for .a limited number of specific census tracts. Also, 

Census data are scattered throughout many sources though attempts, have been 

made to consolidate information (cf. Office of Special Concerns/ 1974). 

As of this writing, the 1970 Census is the most recent source of national 

data on Asian Americans but 1tjs„yery outdated.__Ctxar^c,ter1st1cs of groups 

have changed 1n the Intervening years, and the 1970 Census 'does /riot 'take Into account 
- ■ L_ ■ < - } . .. 

recent immigration, particularly of Chinese, Koreans, Pilipinos, and Viet-. 

- A ■ 

namese. From 1970-1973 alone, 350,477 Asian immigrants entered this country 

which represents an increase o¥ 23. percent over the 1.7 million Asians' in 

the 1970 Census (Office of Asian. American Affairs, 1974). Owan (1975) ' ^ 

projects the Asian population to increase to .over three million by 1980. 

* Onfe additional problem with the. 1970 CensusMs that it may have under- 'S 
■ - i - . , --. F ■ '*■".''' 

counted the number of Asian Americans, especially those in low:incbmey 

•: ■ • ' " , ■.' v « / ■ 
high density urban neighborhoods. The Census Bureau has estima^d_an_ 
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underenumeration of 6. 9' percent for- the nenwhfte population," but this figure 
may be low (Office of Special Concerns, 1 , 1974: 4). A significant under- 
count of low income As?1 an .Americans would meAP that socioeconomic data 



would be misleadingly skewed upward. There are a number of possible reasons 

\ / L '■ - 

for an undercount (Office of Special Concerns, 1974: 4-5). In sixty metro- 

.'/ ' - i 

politan areas, the Census Bureau used mail out/mail back forms therefore 



potentially missing transients and/or those persons crowded into rooms or 

\ . 
units in poor neighborhoods without official addresses or where mail delivery 

tends to beiioor. £ome Asian Americans could have been reluctant, to 

participate because of^hlstoric suspicions about government forms or the 

■* \ ^ -- - * ■ ■ . ■ 

fear of deportation. Difficulty with the English language may also have 
prevented Asian language speakers- from completing Census forms; the forms were 
printed in English except in New York and San Francisco where they were only 
translated into Chinese.- me other factor:, may have contributed to a 
general undercount. In cases where a child's x race was not clearly defined, 
r they were classified according to the race of their father. Since at least 
one third of all Japanese and Korean women had noriAsian :v husbands in 1970, 
a large number of children of mixed parentage may have been classified as nonAsian 

Lists of Materials . , \ 

1 Two lists of primarily sxieial science and historical materials on Asian 
Americans are presented in this flection. Thefirst contains bibliographies and 

literature reviews. This should be regarded as an alternative to a more 

. . '■■'/■ ■ ' » J > *--' v ' " ' ' ■ " ■ : '" '■ 

complete listing of the thousands of individual items o«i. Asian Americans. 

^The reviews provide critical contexts within which to view certain materialist. 

Some of the bibliographies may not be widely available but might be obtained 

■ /. / 
through interlfbrary loan' procedures. • / ■ 

' " ; ' ; . - , ■, i /■ 

The second list contains «bout 200 ^elected titles. Lists like fr this one / 

usually reveal, a'few 'of /the intellectual 'biases of their compilers. Without going 

into detail on-mylown sometime* idiosyncratic ways of viewing these- material s i 
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I will make a few comments about the selection- process. 1 obviously tried 

... r 

to include Items that 1 felt made at least some Important contributions, but 

also attempted to achieve a balance by subject area. I did, however, give 

.preference to more recent publications, to books as* opposed to articles; and in 

certain instances to materials with a sociological or historical emphasis. The 

list does not begin to include everything that 1 would personally consider 

"good," and it does contain many things with which 1 can find much' to /disagree. 

Some of the titles are not products of research, even as that term ts^very 1 , 

broadly defined. For instance four anthologies of creative writing were 

included, ->thou|h they are only a small part of the extensive work in! this area.v 

Two additional things should be noted. The research on the wartimes/Internment 

of Japanese Americans 1s much greater than the few listed Items wojild \ ' - 

appear ^to suggest.^ And the last section on national and/state level 

socioeconomic data dbes not includeava1la^e_^urcesL.of s1milar//types of Information 

for metropolitan areas, r cities,; and local Asian Americarf cpninuni/ties. 
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Footnotes 



1* Portions of tMs paper were originally prepared for presentation at the 1975 
Annual Meeting of the Western Conference of the Association" for Asian Studies. 

2* For an extensive discussion of the perspectives behind sociological work 
on Chinese Americans see Hirat^ (1976) . 

3. Not all early work was influenced by Park. Two important exceptions include 
Ichihashi (1932) and Miyamoto (1939). 

4. For example see: "Success Story, Japanese American Style," New York Times 
Magazine , January 6, 1966; "Success Story of One Minority Group in U.S. 
U.S. News & VIorTd Report , December 26, 1966; "Success Story: Outwhitlng 

, the Whites," Newsweek , July 21, 1971; "Japanese in U.S. Outdo Horatio 
.-■ Alger, Los Angeles Times , October 17, 1977. 

5. For example see K1m (1973), Endo (1974), Sue et al . (1975), Owan (1975). 

6. See Chlnn (1976: xxi-lxii1). 

7. See Suglmoto (1972) and Okamura (1976). 
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